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CHOREO –	  2
GRAPHIC 
PRACTICES
 
VOICE-OVER 

THE FOLLOWING SCRIPT IS PRINTED IN A TINY BOOKLET 
AND VOICE RECORDED FOR THE PERFORMANCE 
FLY TO FLY, FLY TO GIRL AT MDT IN MAY 2026.  

WRITTEN:
  FEBRUARY, 2026
ʚɞ ¸.•*¨*• 
 

Practice Introduction:
A few years ago, I visited an exhibition at Secession in 
Vienna. In the basement, there was a videowork (Stoney-
mollan Trail (2015), BRIDGIT (2016), and SaF05 (2019)) by 
Charlie Prodger (British artist and film-maker). In an inter-
view, she describes her use of voice-overs like doing a sur-
gery. The voice-overs align abstractly to the visual narrative, 
have tonal contrasts, are often recorded with multiple voices 
(friends), and consists of a mix of journal entries, matter-of-
fact material, or correspondence. 

I become interested in the combination of dance and voice-
over. I am drawn to layering them. The voice-over can 
function like a subtitle for the dance, but does not necessarily 
portray the visual layer. I find it more exciting to align them 
in an uncanny way. Meaning will still find its way. Back then 
at Secession, I loved this gap of confusion when video and 
voice-over aren’t synchornized.
What is important is that both visual and acoustic layers have 
their own agency. They can stand on their own. I don’t use 
voice-overs to describe what can't be described through dan-
ce. It is not about making something clearer. 

What dance and voice-over have in common is a score as a 
starting point. This score visualizes itself as dance and beco-
mes a writing, a script for a voice recording.  
See Score Parasiting Page 22

TWO BODIES CLING, BRIEF L Y  UNSETTLING FORM 
AND WEIGHT. TWO BODIES FIND PATTERNS OF 
HOSPITALITY AND REPULSION. TWO BODIES, THE 
FRUIT FLY AND THE HORSE FLY, EXPLORE THE 
MOVEMENT PRACTICE OF PARASITING. THEIR BODIES 
TANGLE SYMBIOTICALLY AND PARASITICALLY WITH 
THE SURROUNDING ARCHITECTURE. THEY CHANGE 
BETWEEN BEING HOST AND PARASITE. THEY TEASE 
AND FLIRT WITH ONE ANOTHER. THEY LIFT EACH 
OTHER UP, AND LET EACH OTHER DOWN, PORTRAYING 
THE INTERDEPENDENT NATURE OF HOSTS, 
PARASITES, HUMANS, ANIMALS, NON-HUMANS, 
ARCHITECTURE, PERFORMERS AND AUDIENCES.

THROUGHOUT THIS PROCESS, THEY FOLLOW THE 
DRAMATURGY OF A FLY'S LIFECYCLE, FROM 
COURT-SHIP AND MATING TO LAYING EGGS AND 
BECOMING A PUPA, UNTIL A NEWLY HATCHED FLY 
EMERGES.
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VOICE OVER

First parasiting:
Before the egg is laid, the entire 
egg chamber undergoes rotation, 
which is crucial for forming the 
elongated shape of the egg and 
its outer protective layer. 

Once the egg is mature, it mo-
ves out of the ovary and into the 
reproductive tract.  The oviduct 
consists of ring-like muscles that 
rhythmically contract and relax, 
pushing the egg forward.
As the egg passes through the 
oviduct, it undergoes activation, 
which is independent of fertiliza-
tion in Drosophila. 

Egg to larva:
She lays the fertilized egg then on 
fermenting organic matter.
After about 24-30 hours, the ful-
ly formed embryo breaks out of 
the egg shell – a small, white, 
worm-like larva emerges.

Larva to pupa to fly: 
4–5 days later through a process 
of metamorphosis the larva beco-
mes a pupa. 

The larva leaves its food source, 
finding a dry, safe, often dark, pla-
ce to pupate.  

It stops moving and contracts. Wi-
thin the puparium, the prepupa 
detaches from its old larval cuticle.

The adult fly breaks open the pu-
parium and emerges.

Second parasiting:
The adult fly
She is beautiful. 
Her eyes are red diamonds. 
silence.
What is desire?
The moment you cleaned my 
elbow and rolled over my back 
to lift me up, I knew we weren't 
meant for each other.
The moment you sat on my lap 
I knew you needed me. silence.

Within hours drosophila melano-
gaster is sexually mature. The fe-
males start laying eggs two days 
after emergence.  Typically she 
lays up to 100 eggs per day. Li-
fespan is around 25–30 days, al-
though this is variable according 
to temperature.
The study of adult flies has led to 
important discoveries in funda-
mental biological processes like 
aging, circadian clocks or beha-
vioural studies. Scientists have 
tried to understand her biology 
and relate it to human biological 
processes.

Were you upset? 
She makes herself flamboyantly 
comfortable on my back. 
You are my fly. No, you are my fly. 

Discoveries made in the fruit fly 
model have translated well into 
insights about humans. Drosophi-
la courtship motivation is a popu-
lar model for studying the neural 
basis of social behavior and deci-
sion-making. 

SCRIPT 
AND 
SUBTITLES 
OF A 
NATURE
DOCU-
MENTARY
¨      *•
I AM 
INTO 
YOU
SPOKEN OUT LOUD BY THE BUSINESS LADY

This season she decided to be 
more initiative. 
Here is my leg, says Drosophila 
Melanogaster (while approaching 
Haematopota Subcylindrica), 
hold it tight –

Oh, god. God bless this arousing 
proposal! – and Haematopota 
Subcylindrica stops her book re-
lease.

Drosophila’s courtship is a com-
plex, multi-stage ritual.
She often uses visual cues, and 
pursues her mating partner, mo-
ving in circles or semi-circles. 

She taps the abdomen with her 
forelegs to sense pheromones. 

She then might doggedly follow 
her around and serenade her with 
a song by sticking out a wing and 
vibrating it. Her antennal ears 
are tuned to detect the courtship 
song frequency at close range. 
The acoustic signals race to her 
brain where she processes the 
frequency of the pulses, and the 
intervals between them. 

The act of singing also has a cu-
rious effect on herself; she feels 
turned on by her own song and 
enthusiastically continues cour-
ting. 

Before attempting to mount, she 
licks the partner’s genitalia. She 
evaluates the partner – pulling 
together all that she has seen, 
heard, smelt and tasted of her du-
ring their brief encounter. If they 
are attracted they start to slow 
down.
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¨  
    *•
FLY 
BALLET
Prolog of the performance 
evening: 

The fly ballet is inspired by the 
choreography of The Cage by 
Jerome Robbins. It was made for 
the New York City Ballet, and 
premiered on June 10, 1951. 
The music is composed by Igor 
Stravinsky – Concerto in D.

The ballet depicts a tribe of fema-
le insect that preys on their male 
counterparts. The daughter of the 
queen falls in love with her male 
intrudor. Overcome by animal in-
stincts, she kills him. 
     
Apparently Robbins’ mother didn’t 
like the ballet. She walked out of the 
theatre halfway through the show.

fly to fly, fly to girl interprets parts 
of the ballet. In the piece, the 
horse fly and the fruit fly maneuver 
between love and death.

As Igor Stravinsky held staunchly 
anti-communist, right-wing, and 
authoritarian views, I decided 
to look for a progressive female 
composer. Of course!

Grazyna Bacewicz was a Polish 
composer and violinist and I cho-
reographed the fly ballet to her 
Concerto for String Orchestra: 
III. vivo.

This back, blessed by youth.

The thorax of the fly is a highly 
flexible, elastic structure that is 
deformed by two antagonistic 
muscle groups to achieve maxi-
mum agility and high strike fre-
quencies.

Are you trying to become the fly?
Do you know Clarice Lispector’s 
book “The passion according to 
G.H.”? I don’t recommend ea-
ting a fly, as G.H. intends to do 
with a cockroach.
What begins as a murderous im-
pulse to end the cockroach’s life 
transforms into an urgent desire 
to become something other 
than herself through the cockro-
ach and to merge with pre-ratio-
nal and pre-human life.

Does the fly disrupt your human 
stability?
I guess there is a mutual recog-
nition between humans and flies. 
I guess you wouldn’t choose to 
become a fly in your posthuman 
era?
Would you call a fly a companion 
species?

Referencing Rosi Braidotti: 
1997. “Meta(l)morphoses”. Theory, culture and society. 

Vol. 14. (2), pp. 67-80.

“the only possible way to under-
take this process is to actually be 
attracted to change, to want it, 
the way one wants a lover — in 
the flesh” (70).

Do you have any further ques-
tions?

What else do you have planned 
for today?
Haematopota subcylindrica’s adult 
behaviour is characterized by in-
tensive, early-summer blood-fee-
ding activity.

And you?
Adult Drosophila melanogaster 
exhibit complex behaviors cente-
red around foraging, mating, and 
social interaction, driven by circa-
dian rhythms and environmental 
stimuli. Key behaviors include 
courtship rituals, aggressive terri-
torial disputes, and social aggre-
gation around food sources.

Nora Kaye, Yvonne Mounsey, and two other dancers in The Cage
© https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/6dd2dd10-0aa8-0136-87cd-35d42329c917?canvasIndex=0
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CHOREO –	 2
GRAPHIC 
PRACTICES
 
DIRTY CHOREO-
GRAPHY 
   	

(˶º⤙º˶)

Introduction:
dirt dirt dirt dirt not dirty

I read a book and found the following quote: "Dirt is matter 
out of place." Mary Douglas. This quote comes from the book 
"Dirty Theory: Troubling Architecture" by Helene Frichot 
(Architectural theorist, philosopher, feminist). The feeling 
that flies are disgusting and dirty comes into play when they 
get too close to us (a person). When a person either hears 
or sees them. If the distance is too small, we are alerted. It is 
important to us that they keep their distance. I am thinking 
about the quote and placements and proximities. If a fly lands 
on me, I worry whether I smell bad or if something else is 
wrong. When a fly lands on me, I always hope no one saw it, 
otherwise people might think I’m dirty.  
 

Sometimes, and often, I think about the parts of my body that 
become dirt when they’re no longer attached to my body or 
when they grow out. 
– fingernails, hairs, pimples,...
Sometimes, and often, I think about cleaning routines of 
various species. I think about the sensuality of cleaning. The 
touch and care towards oneself. I think of the erotic as a 
sensual act of cleaning gestures. 

Why do flies clean themselves? (Jennifer asks me this 
question in the office) (here is the answer):
Flies rub their legs together to clean off dirt, pollen, and 
bacteria, ensuring their sensitive smell and taste receptors 
remain functional. Because flies taste with their feet and use 
bristles to navigate, keeping clean is essential for feeding, 
mating, and maintaining stable flight.

I have read another book. It is called " The Passion According 
to G.H" by Clarice Lispector, and the following pages are 
about this novel.
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What is a dirty choreography? 	 	 	 	 	  instructions for a roleplay																                I  am
 v

er
y 

in
to

 y
ou

		
	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	                   	                             poor  parasite 		

	
	

	
	

	
	

																				
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 dirt rests 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
																			

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

											   under        m
y 

na
ils



49

48
―

          "... And so I was discovering that, though compact, a roach is composed of layers and brown layers, fi ne as onionskin, as if each could be lifted by a fi ngernail and   still there w
ould alw

ays be another underneath, and then another. M
aybe the scales w

ere its w
ings, but then it must be made of layers and layers of thin wings pressed together to form                        that compact body.	    It was reddish-brown. And had cilia1 all over.      M
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	 	      	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1cilium – in biology: a short microscopic hairlike vibrating structure found in large numbers    on the surface of certain cells, either causing currents in the surrounding fluid, or, in som
e protozoans and other sm

all organism
s, providing     propulsion.		in anatomy: an eyelash.																
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... becoming the roach. eating the roach. "...I tensed my fi ngernails on the wall: 	 	       I now felt the nastiness in my mouth, and then began to spit, to furiously    spit that taste of no such thing, taste of a nothing that nonetheless seem
ed alm

ost sw
eetened to m

e like      certain flower petals, taste of myself – 								I was spitting out myself, without ever reaching the point of             fe
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        entities flow through each other / an intimacy with a world / 	 	 	 	 	 beyond the boundaries of their membranes – Stacy Alaimo 	 	 	
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VISUAL 	 3
DOCUMENTATION
 
FLY SPECIES 	
CATALOG   	

Beginnings

In September 2024, I began my 
studies at SKH and started gathering 
fly species in a catalog. Every time I get 
closer to a performance, I flip through 
this catalog, pick a fly, and try very 
intently to become that fly. (or she 
becomes me) 
I create performances consisting of 
dances and texts based on the specific 
characteristics of that fly.

So far, Haematopota Subcylindrica, 
Drosophila Melanogaster, Clogmia 
Albipunctata and Musca Domestica 
have appeared on stage. 

Musca Domestica is outraged
Drosophila Melanogaster is flirtatious
Haematopota Subcylindrica is a 
dominant blood sucker
Clogmia Albipunctata is a regular visitor 
in the shower of our changing room
Who would you like to see next?   
-> @ juli_muellner@yahoo.de
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Family: 	 TABANIDAE 

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 5 MM - 25 MM

Attack patterns: 	 SILENTLY, PREFER TO BITE 	
	 HUMANS ON THE WRIST 
	 OR BARE LEG  —  
	 LARGE SPECIES OF  
	 TABANUS BUZZ 	LOUDLY, 	
	 FLY LOW, AND BITE ANKLES, 	
	 LEGS, OR BACKS OF KNEES  	
	 — 	  
	 CHRYSOPS FLIES SOME-	
	 WHAT HIGHER, BITES THE 	
	 BACK OF THE NECK, AND 	
	 HAS A HIGH BUZZING NOTE.

Adult horse flies are fast, strong fliers that are usually found around 
streams, marshes, and wooded areas. Adults feed on nectar and 
sometimes pollen but females require a blood meal for reproducti-
on. Males lack the necessary mouth parts for blood feeding. Unlike 
many biting insects such as mosquitoes, whose biting mechanism 
and saliva allow a bite to not be noticed by the host at the time, 
bites from tabanids are immediately irritating. The mouthparts 
of females are formed into a stout stabbing organ with two pairs 
of sharp cutting blades, and a spongelike part used to lap up the 
blood that flows from the wound.	
	 They prefer to fly in sunlight, avoiding dark and shady 
areas, and are inactive at night. They are found all over the wor-
ld except for some islands and the polar regions. Horse flies are 
mostly dark brown or black, with dark eyes, often with a metallic 
sheen. Worldwide, about 4455 species of Tabanidae have been 
described, over 1300 of them in the genus Tabanus. horse fly  / 

Tabanus  /
Brem

se  /

Band-Eyed Brown Horsefly  
© David Nicholls

Hairy-Legged Horsefly 
© sue

Large Marsh Horsefly  
© David Nicholls

 Notch-horned Cleg 
© Mark Skevington

Black-horned Cleg 
© David Nicholls

Family: 	 MUSCIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 5 MM - 8 MM

The house fly is found all over the world, wherever there are hu-
man populations. Not only is it a nuisance, but it also carries disea-
se-causing organisms, which it picks up from garbage and sewage.

The adult house fly is dull gray with dirty-yellowish areas on the 
abdomen and longitudinal lines on the thorax. The conspicuous 
compound eyes have approximately 4,000 facets. Because it has 
sponging or lapping mouthparts, the housefly cannot bite. The 
housefly can walk on vertical window panes or hang upside down 
on a ceiling probably because of the surface-tension properties of 
a secretion produced by tiny glandular pads beneath each claw on 
the feet.
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Family: 	 OESTRIDAE 

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 12 MM

Bot flies are the most highly evolved group of obligate myia-
sis-causing parasites of mammals – one organism living in ano-
ther organisam causing harm. The larvae of some species grow in 
the flesh of their hosts, while others grow within the hosts.
	 In spite of being a relatively small family with around 170 
species in four subfamilies, oestrids are extraordinarily diversified 
in morphology and biology. Larvae possess remarkable morpholo-
gical modifications, adapting to a life in various mammalian spe-
cies. 
	 The flies of this family are generally known by the com-
mon names of the horn flies or blowflies, receiving multiple names 
depending on the region and the animal species they intestinal 
tract.

bot fly  / 
O

estridae  /
D

asselfliege  /

woodrat bot fly 
© Sturgis McKeever

 deer nose bot fly 
©  Laura Hughes 

squirrel bot fly 
© Sturgis McKeever, Georgia Southern University

Family: 	 DROSOPHILIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 3 MM

Flirting: 	 THEY VIBRATE WITH JUST 	
	 ONE WING

The fruit fly is a small, yellowish fly with distinct red eyes and is 
commonly seen around rotting fruit. The fruit fly is found in urban 
areas. The larvae of some species live in rotting or damaged fruits. 
In these species the adults are strongly attracted to, and feed on, 
fermenting plant juices. In other species the larvae develop in fun-
gi or in fleshy flowers.
	 Drosophila are known to exhibit grooming behaviors that 
are executed in a predictable manner. Drosophila consistently 
begin a grooming sequence by using their front legs to clean the 
eyes, then the head and antennae. Using their hind legs, Drosophi-
la proceed to groom their abdomen, and finally the wings and tho-
rax. Throughout this sequence, Drosophila periodically rub their 
legs together to get rid of excess dust and debris that accumulates 
during the grooming process.
	 Flies fly via straight sequences of movement intersper-
sed by rapid turns called saccades. During these turns, a fly is able 
to rotate 90 ৹ in less than 50 milliseconds.
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© Pest and Diseases Image Library 

Drosophila Sophophora 
© Lynn Bergen

a comment on bugguide.net by John F. Carr, 6 Oct., 13 – 9:23 am : 
"The sex combs are apparently restricted to Drosophila (Sophophora), 
so this must be in that subgenus.“

© Salvador Vitanza
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Family: 	 RICHARDIIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

The genus includes species with strongly enlarged heads.The fly 
Richardia advena has flamboyant, triangular eyes on eyestalks 
that jut out to its sides, rather than on the middle of its head like 
most other animals.​This makes their heads 5 times wider than 
they are high. Stalk-eyed flies in family Diopsidae have their an-
tennae located on the stalk, rather than in the middle of the head 
as in Richardiidae. 
	 It occurs from Mexico to Central and South America.

R
ichardia advena  / 

Richardia advena 
© Rory Wills

Family: 	 DIOPSIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 4 – 12 MM

Stalk-eyed flies have their antennae located on the stalk, rather 
than in the middle of the head as in all other flies. 
A rather remarkable feature of stalk-eyed flies is their ability, 
shortly after they emerge from their pupae, to ingest air through 
their oral cavity and pump it through ducts in the head to the tips 
of the eye stalks, thereby elongating them while they are still soft 
and transparent. 
	 Despite the unusual morphology of the eye, each com-
pound eye sees a region of space extending over more than a he-
misphere in all directions.
	 Many stalk-eyed flies exhibit sexual dimorphism (diffe-
rent morphological characteristics) for eyespan, with males ha-
ving much greater eyespan than females, and this has evolved 
many times within the family. 
	 The best-known species being from Southeast Asia and 
Southern Africa. Also, two species in North America have been 
described and a European species has recently been found in 
Hungary.
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Madagopsina parvapollina 
© Gernot Kunz

Chaetodiopsis meigenii 
©  Magda Stlucia
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Family: 	 CERATOPOGONIDAE 

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 1 – 3 MM

The family includes more than 5,000 species, distributed worldwi-
de, apart from the Antarctic and the Arctic. 
	 Adult females suck blood from other insects, reptiles, 
and mammals (including humans), but also feed on flower nectar 
or other sugar source. Females of some species have atrophied 
mouthparts, and probably don‘t suck blood. All males feed only on 
sugars.
	 While many species are riparian or live in moist terrestrial 
habitats, a large number of species occur in aquatic habitats that 
include tree holes, marshes, swamps, ponds, all areas of lakes, and 
streams. Most larvae are able swimmers and move about with a 
serpentine swimming motion.

biting m
idge  / 

C
eratopogonidae /

G
nitzen  /

Probezzia infuscata 
© nomolosx

Stilobezzia viridis 
© sdrov 

Forcipomyia 
© klorenzen

Family: 	 PSYCHODIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 2 – 5 MM

Other names for this insect include drain flies, sewer flies, filter 
flies or bathroom flies. Due to their hairy appearance, with dense 
setae on their bodies and long antennae, these insects are also 
referred to as moth flies or moth midges. Adults can vary in color 
from dark to light gray or tan, with spots on their wings.
These flies occur naturally in shaded locations containing moist, 
decaying organic matter, such as wet wooded areas or swamps. 
As their common names imply, these are often bathroom pests in 
the home. They mostly inhabit drains that are used infrequently, 
such as a guest bathroom shower drain, where water collects in a 
trap and sits for long periods of time. 
	 Adult flies can sustain themselves by consuming only wa-
ter or flower nectar, and live for around 12 days. They are weak 
fliers, and spend much of their time at rest.
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© gbohne 

© Stephen Thorpe Clogmia albipunctata 
© arnel
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Family: 	 TIPULOIDEA

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 ? MM

The family name Tipulidae derives from the Latin tipula, meaning 
"water spider.“ Crane flies have a slender mosquito-like body and 
extremely long legs. These harmless slow-flying insects are usual-
ly found around water or among abundant vegetation.
	 Most crane fly larvae feed on decomposing plant matter, 
including mosses, liverworts, fungi, and rotting wood.
Larvae may live and feed in the water, underground, or in leaf lit-
ter, again, depending on the species. Aquatic crane flies usually 
pupate underwater, but emerge from the water to shed their pupal 
skins well before sunrise. By the time the sun rises, the new adults 
are ready to fly and begin searching for mates. Adults are short-
lived, surviving just long enough to mate and reproduce (usually 
less than a week).
	 Crane flies will shed a leg if needed to escape the grasp of 
a predator. They do so by means of a special fracture line between 
the femur and trochanter, so the leg separates cleanly. Large C
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Tipula paludosa 
© carol333

Tipula paludosa 
©  brownsbay

Family: 	 CALLIPHORIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 8 – 10 MM

Adult blow flies are often metallic, while larvae are pale in color. 
Some species have conspicuous bristles. All adults have large, 
noticeable reddish-brown eyes. The wings are transparent and 
held flat over the back. Adults often cluster in the sun on warm si-
des of buildings, outcroppings, fences, and other prominent struc-
tures. They are sometimes found visiting flowers and feeding on 
nectar. They are slightly larger than houseflies but resemble them 
in habits. Among the important members of this group are the 
screwworm, bluebottle fly, greenbottle fly, and cluster fly.
	 They are typically the first organisms to come into cont-
act with dead animals. The meat of dead animals is essential for 
larval survival and growth. They are also attracted to plants that 
give off the smell of rotting meat and as such, can be a pollinator 
for those plants.
	 Life cycles typically take 3 to 4 weeks but are prolonged 
by cold temperatures.
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Calliphora vicina 
© Nico Chimento 

Paramenia 
© graham_winterflood 

 Goldfliege (Lucilia sericata)  
© Steve Kerr
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Family: 	 ALEYRODIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 1 –3 MM

Whiteflies, scientifically known as Aleyrodidae, are tiny, sap-
sucking insects that fly around plants when disturbed. Whiteflies 
are characterized by their small size and distinctive white or pale 
yellow coloration. Their wings are covered with a powdery, waxy 
substance, giving them a distinct white appearance. When distur-
bed, whiteflies flutter erratically, resembling tiny flakes of snow or 
dandruff.
	 Whiteflies can be found in a variety of habitats, ranging 
from agricultural fields and greenhouses to home gardens and in-
door plantscapes. They prefer warm, humid environments and are 
commonly found on the undersides of leaves.
	 Whiteflies use their piercing-sucking mouthparts to re-
move host plant fluids. Large populations of whiteflies can cause 
host plant leaves to yellow in color, dry out, and eventually drop 
from the plant. Whiteflies excrete a sugary liquid waste known as 
honeydew, which can coat host plant surfaces. Black sooty mold 
(a fungus) can develop on the honeydew, on which it feeds.
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Trialeurodes vaporariorum 
© Gilles San Martin

Aleyrodes proletella 
© Tim Rudman

Family: 	 TABANIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 6 – 8 MM

Horse flies and deer flies are bloodsucking insects. Deer flies are 
larger than the common housefly and smaller than the horse-fly. 
Attractants are body heat, movement, dark colours, and lights in 
the night. They are active under direct sunshine and hours when 
the temperature is above 22 ৹C.
	 Deer flies are characterized by their distinctive appea-
rance. They possess large, brightly colored eyes—often gold or 
green—which can appear iridescent. Their bodies are robust, with 
a dark or sometimes yellowish-brown coloration, and their wings 
often display dark bands or patterns. A key distinguishing feature 
of deer flies compared to other flies is their wing pattern and the 
antenna structure, which is more elongated and segmented.
	 The larvae of horse fly and deer fly species develop in 
the mud along pond edges or stream banks, wetlands, or seepage 
areas. Some are aquatic and a few develop in relatively dry soil. 
Females lay batches of 25 to 1,000 eggs on vegetation that stand 
over water or wet sites.
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Chrysops flavidus 
© Misha Zitser

Chrysops striatus 
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Chrysops divaricatus 
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Family: 	 SIMULIIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 1 – 5 MM

Black flies are small, blood-sucking insects, found in many parts of 
the United States and Canada.  Their presence is marked by their 
biting behavior, which can cause discomfort and, in some cases, 
transmit diseases to humans and animals. They are usually small, 
black or gray, with short legs, and antennae.
	 Eggs are laid in running water, and the larvae attach 
themselves to rocks. Breeding success is highly sensitive to wa-
ter pollution. The larvae of black flies feed on organic debris and 
microorganisms in the water, playing a critical role in the aquatic 
ecosystem.
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Simulium ornatum 
© thomas_mosgaard

© Colin Purrington

Family: 	 ASILIDAE

Order: 	 DIPTERA

Size Range: 	 3 – 50 MM !!

Robber flies are distinctive, medium-sized to large, bristly or hairy 
flies. They are fast and powerful fliers, able to capture insects 
much larger than themselves in flight. Robber flies respond to 
moving prey and are particularly attracted to flying insects. When 
disturbed or attacking prey they normally fly only a short distance, 
and many produce a loud buzz when flying. The long legs are ad-
apted to capture prey in flight and to hold it while eating. They are 
distributed worldwide.
	 They overwinter as larvae and pupate in the soil. The pu-
pae come to the surface of the soil just before the adult emerges, 
leaving the pupal skin sticking out of the soil. The more common 
species require from one to three years to complete their develop-
ment.
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